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NEWS FROM NATALIE
Greetings Scene Makers!

W

hat an amazing, intense, inspiring, and barrier-breaking program season this has been! RCRC has been running
our programs without pause since May- our longest stretch of non-stop programming ever. Spring LRC, 2 sessions
of Summer Camp, our first ever Advanced Music Program, Nights at the Neptune, Fall LRC AND Scriber Lake High’s
in-school program. Phew! Time to hibernate for the winter? Not a chance. Time to ramp up for our 2nd Annual Fall Gala,
host our 2nd ever Rockadamy Awards/Volunteer Appreciation party, and plan the next Shout Out! Seattle show! With
2014 just around the corner we are already looking to finalize next Summer’s Camp dates, as well as establish some amazing partnership programs. January 2014 also means RCRC begins a new strategic planning process, and we are thrilled
to be dreaming big (and keepin’ it real, of course). Keep your eyes and your ears peeled for more information about our
plans, dreams, and vision via social media, email, and carrier pigeon.
Thank you for helping us to MAKE A SCENE, MAKE SOME NOISE, and MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Rock on, Natalie

RCRC Band Spotlight:

B l e a c h b e a r
breathy vocals of Norah Jones, and the confidence of performers
like Beyonce and Lady Gaga.
3. What is your songwriting process?
I usually start by strumming a chord progression and
letting the melody and words come to me, and after that initial
process, I start filling in the blanks in the lyrics. Bird and Emiko
will listen to me playing it, and then they write their parts.
4. How did you become a band and what advice would you
give to girls out there that want to become a band?
I’ve been writing songs for as long as I can remember,
and I always knew I wanted to be a musician, trying to recruit
band members back in 1st grade. Once I started, my sister, Bird,
joined me, and soon after my cousin, Emiko, decided it would
be cool to join the band. We’ve been playing music together as
Bleachbear for two years now. So the best advice I’d give any
aspiring musicians is to not let the actuation of your dreams be
dependent on the motivation of others; If you want it, just get
out there and start playing music, and they will come!
5. Tell us about your experience at RCRC and what it has
meant to you.
When I came to RCRC as a camper, I didn’t know what
to expect. But everyone was so welcoming and encouraging that
I quickly felt like I fit in. It was the first time I met so many
girls just like me who were into music, but I learned a lot more
than music. Through the process, I found the confidence to
share with strangers an intimate part of who I am through my
music without fear of judgment or criticism. This was the most
unexpected and valuable thing I could have learned at camp.
Since then, Bleachbear has boldly gone forward with that lesson, playing shows and encountering new situations knowing
leachbear is a Seattle family teen girl indie-rock/pop band led
that there are people out there who are rooting for us. RCRC
by 15 year old singer/songwriter/guitarist, Tigerlily Cooley
has continued to be one of our biggest inspirations and sup(who was an RCRC Camper in 2012), her 13 yr old sister, Bird, on
porters as a girl band. Through RCRC we have been inspired by
drums, and 13 yr old cousin, Koko, on bass. Bleachbear has played
other women bands and have had the opportunity to play at so
many Rain City Rock Camp for Girls events including Shout Out!
many cool venues and for events connected to women orgaSeattle, the Women Who Rock opening concert at EMP, and Nights
nizations including at the Neptune Theatre, Hard Rock Café,
at the Neptune. RCRC asked Tigerlily some questions about what
Goddess Festival, and the super awesome Women Who Rock
it’s like to be in her band, how they got started, and how her experiConcert at the EMP with so many legendary women rockers!
ence with RCRC influenced her life and her music.
We also were able to participate in the KTCT9 Women Maker’s
Film program celebrating the amazing women around us. Com1. How would you describe the Bleachbear sound?
ing up we are excited to be playing at the Women’s Funding
I’d describe it as a fusion between the Breeders and the
Alliance event and the upcoming Rain City Rock Camp Gala.
Head and the Heart. We are largely influenced by our hometown’s
We feel so lucky to have discovered the Rain City Rock Camp
mix of Seattle grunge and Pacific Northwest folk, and peppered
for Girls summer program because that experience was absowith poppy notes quintessential of many girl bands.
lutely pivotal to us realizing that we really can just get out there
and be ourselves, mistakes and all, and there will still be people
2. Who are female musicians who inspire you?
out there rooting for us! That feeling is indescribable and inspirWe are inspired by so many female artists, but I really
ing, and we hope to someday give that back to other girls and
love the witty songwriting of Ingrid Michaelson, the harmonies of
keep the love going!
Swedish folk duo, First Aid Kit (who also happen to be sisters!), the
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Camper
Testimonial:
Eavan McQuarrie,
age 10, Camper
Session I 2013

W

hen I first got to Rain City Rock Camp for
Girls I was a little nervous because it was
my first year, I didn’t know anyone, I didn’t have
any friends and I didn’t know what to expect. I
realized I didn’t need to be nervous. I loved that
at Camp I could be who I am on the inside and
I could ROCK! What ROCKING means to me is
to be myself no matter what anyone says. I loved meeting lots of new friends who also
ROCK. I am still ROCKING by
writing song lyrics for myself and
I’m taking guitar lessons again.
I hope to get together with some
other Rain City Rockers and keep
making music!!
I learned so much at Camp. I learned that if somebody pushes me down I can pick myself up again and keep

Eavan McQuarrie
going. I learned that messing up doesn’t matter. I learned
to keep going no matter what.
At the workshop “Be your Own
Bestie!: Body Image and Media
Literacy” I realized that the people
in the media are not the people you
see walking around and shopping at
the mall. They aren’t “real” women.
Real women are all different shapes
and sizes. I learned to love my body because it IS real and
I learned to love myself !

“if somebody pushes me
down I can pick myself up
again and keep going.”

RCRC VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Jeanne Mitchell

O

ur fall volunteer spotlight
is on Jeanne Mitchell- an
extremely dedicated, talented,
and enthusiastic volunteer who
teaches with extreme patience,
cultivates leaders among our interns and other
volunteers, and
brings a smile
to anyone’s
face- no matter
what kind of
day they are
having. Jeanne
is a vital part of our community,
and we are so grateful to have her
positive energy, her good humor,
and her endless knowledge and
talent for music. “I started playing
in Another Perfect Crime with
Natalie and kept hearing about
Rain City Rock Camp for Girls. It

sounded great and I thought it would
be fun to volunteer at the summer
camp. It only took one summer to
get me hooked on supporting this
camp as much as I can. In the two
years that I have volunteered with
Rain City Rock
Camp, I’ve led
the screen printing workshop,
attended as a
Ladies Rock
Camper, band
coached at
Ladies Rock Camp and AMP, served
as Lead Roadie, and volunteered at
many other events.
Volunteering for this camp has been
the most gratifying thing I’ve ever
experienced and I always find myself
counting down the days until the
next event or camp session!”

“Volunteering for this
camp has been the
most gratifying thing
I’ve ever experienced”

Shop for all of your
holiday needs, AND give
back to RCRC! Using Amazon
Smile, you can designate
.5% of all of your Amazon
purchases to go to Rain
City Rock Camp for Girls.

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-3455872

Rain City Rock Camp for Girls
117 East Louisa Street #445
Seattle, WA 98102
206.659.5471
www.raincityrockcamp.org
Return service requested
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Rain City Rock Camp for Girls

Fall Gala & Auction

J

oin us at the beautiful Georgetown Ballroom on Saturday, November 23, 2013 for our
2nd Annual Fall Gala & Auction. Come together and celebrate The Making of a Scene:
The First 5 years of Rock Camp, and revel in all of the rock camp miracles that have
shaped our community since our beginning. All tickets include a delicious dinner by The
Willows Catering and & wine from local vineyard Bergevin Lane. Live and silent auction
items include signed guitars, weekend getaways, behind the scenes with your favorite
artists, and MORE! This event is open to 21+.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
5:00pm - VIP Reception/Silent Auction Begins
6:00pm - General Admission
7:30pm - Dinner/Live Auction

