
2017 has been a year that has truly 
challenged us to GET FIERCE in so 
many ways. It is inspiring to know 

that the youth in our community are the next generation 
of changemakers, and this gives me great hope. Getting 
to witness the bravery, vulnerability, and creativity of 
our participants throughout this year has taught me that 
community support, self expression, and justice-based 
curriculum really can help people turn their fears into fierce. 
This is something that I hope we will each be able to do 
in the coming year- together as a community, and on our 
own in our lives for the values that we hold. Thank you for 
mobilizing with us as we fight the good fight and activate 
together.
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IMPORTANT DATES
November 18: 6th Annual Fall Gala 

Dec 6th: Rockademy Awards

Jan 4th: AMP applications available

March 2-4 : South Sound Ladies 
Rock Camp

March 24th: Shout Out! Seattle

April 2nd: Summer Camp 
applications available

April 16th: South Sound Rocks! 
Applications Available

FALL 2017

“Being around people whose 
default is acceptance is awesome. ” 
   -2017 Camper

NEWS FROM NATALIE
NEWS FROM NATALIE



R C R C  B A N D 
S P O T L I G H T

Good news! We are continuing the Happy Camper House Band program from last year. 6 participants from all of our 
summer youth programs (Summer Camp, South Sound Rocks,  AMP) have come together and have written songs to 
perform for you at the event! The youth in this new band, spanning in age from 4th to 12th grade, have been working 
together and practicing hard every Sunday under the direction of seasoned volunteer band coach, Wendy Grus.  
We can’t wait to hear what they come up with! 

HAPPY 
CAMPER 

HOUSE BAND

R C R C 
V O L U N T E E R
S P O T L I G H T

SHAINA 
SHEPHERD

We are both thrilled and honored to shout out Shaina Shepherd and welcome her into the rock camp community!  
Shaina joined us as a vocal instructor at Fall Ladies Rock Camp, and blew the minds of campers, volunteers, 
and staff alike with her engaging teaching style and face-melting performance of “Lady Marmalade” at our 
infamous karaoke party.  This was her first time teaching at one of our camps, and we are so grateful for the 

group of LRC-ers who caught her band playing live and swarmed her after the show to convince her to join us!  
Shaina is the frontwoman of Bear Axe, a band that describes itself as a “Soul-punk three piece & a biscuit,” 

combining pop, soul and the full flavor of jazz.  She uses evocative lyrics to relay universal messages of loss, 
love and acceptance and marries the intimacy of small ensemble introspection with bold vocal and modern 

sound structure.  While nowadays her business on stage is all ROCK, Shaina has roots in classical music and a 
day job at the Seattle Symphony.  We are beyond impressed by the way Shaina tackled the challenge of a first 

time teaching artist, and we hope to see her at more events in 2018! 

B Y  K A T E  H A L L



N E W  S E A S O N  O F  A T V
B Y  J E A N N E  M I T C H E L L

A M P 
A P P L I C A T I O N S 
O P E N  N O W !

Amplified Teen Voices is our teen advisory 
committee who serve to spread the message and 
mission of Rain City Rock Camp for Girls. Duties 
include, but are not limited to, organizing and 
promoting the annual benefit show Shout Out! 
Seattle, volunteering as support at important events 
throughout the term, tabling at teen events around 
Seattle, advancing our summer camp programming, 
and deep discussion on leadership topics with a 
fierce, feminist lens.
This year we’re back in action with our annual goal 
of making Shout Out! Seattle THE benefit to go 
to in 2018. We will also be tabling at various teen 
events, meeting with awesome feminist guests, 
creating and strengthening partnerships with local 
organizations in which we share common core 
values, and crafting fun zines for today’s activist.
There is so much fierce energy in this term and I’m 
so excited to be a part of it and watch this group 
take things to the next level!

A M P E R S P O T L I G H T

KEN
CUMMINGS

I first participated in the Rain City Rock Camp for Girls the summer I 
turned eleven.

I was immediately in love.
I had never been surrounded by so much passion and positivity. I could 

be myself- and more importantly, I could explore who that was. The 
counselors were enthusiastic and supportive and being surrounded by 

fellow music lovers was like a dream come true.
Three years later Rain City started the Advanced Music Program at the 

MoPOP. I was so excited, I had no choice but to sign-up.
AMP takes the best parts of the summer camp and builds on it, 

providing a more music-intensive experience, along with a space to 
explore more serious subjects when it comes to activism and identity.
In my second year of AMP I came out as genderqueer. It was the first 

time I had ever come out to people I didn’t know. I remember being 
extremely anxious, and while I knew that the counselors and coaches 

would be supportive, I wasn’t sure about the other campers.
I almost cried at the support everyone gave me. As more gender 

nonconforming people come out and join the program, I find myself 
more and more grateful for how much of a safe haven Rain City truly is.

Rain City Rock Camp has been a space where I can explore and 
celebrate who I am and who I am growing to be. It is a unique 

experience, and uniquely important in a world where marginalized 
communities don’t have many places to discover themselves. When I am 

at Rain City, I know I am accepted for who I am.

 The General Volunteer App allows you to do the following:

Go to raincityrockcamp.org and complete it today!

 
Enter your personal information once and only once!

Tell us which volunteer opportunities you'd like take part 
for 2017/18 so that we can keep you updated on these 
specific events/programs

Sign up for notifications about volunteer perks such as free 
concert tickets, interesting workshops, and useful trainings

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E 

GENERAL VOLUNTEER 
APPLICATION!
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CAmp director’s corner
Aloha Mai, Rock Camp world!

Wow, we had such a Fierce year! We owe our successes to the dedication, connection 

and love from you all. THANK YOU! GRACIAS! MAHALO! SALAMAT! ARIGATOU! 

MERCI! GRAZIE! DANKE! SHUKRAN! OBRIGADO! TAK! 

So what’s next? We have SOLD OUT our Fall Gala (yippee!) and are hoping you will 

help us continue the impact RCRC is having in our community. If you’re attending the 

gala, you can do this by bidding on silent/live auction items (they are awesome, by 

the way!), playing the gala games and raising your record HIGH in the air to support 

our current and future programming.  If you’re unable to come to the Gala, there are 

other ways to help. Please consider giving during our annual ask, coming to Shout Out! 

Seattle, or signing up for monthly donations. The bottom line is, we need you...always, 

and collectively we can make a real difference.   

BOPO

Tired of being bombarded with unrealistic 
beauty standards? Sick of conflicting 
messages that make you feel like you are 
not enough? Let’s change the narrative! 
Surrounding ourselves with empowering 
body positive messages has a huge impact 
on how we feel. Check out (and follow!) these 
BoPo accounts and hashtags that are making 
a difference:

WITH MO

We can hardly believe it… we have sold out 
our Annual Fall Gala for the first time! We are 

so excited for the event, and we can’t wait 
for our best gala ever. We are also extremely 
proud to announce The Boeing Company as 

our Rock Star Event Sponsor! Because of this 
incredible sponsorship, attendees to the event 

can celebrate the fact that more of what you 
give will go directly to supporting 2018 RCRC 

programs. We are beyond thrilled, and we hope 
you stay tuned because there are more sponsors 

to be announced soon!

IS SOLD OUT!
2 0 1 7  F A L L  G A L A

Jessamyn Stanley 
@mynameisjessamyn
Sarah Vance @sarevance
Janet Mock @janetmock
#DisaBodyPosi
Summer Innanen 
@summerinnanen
Taryn Brumfitt 
@bodypositivemovement


